Swan

Statistics:

· New publisher on the scene: CMX Manga (related to DC Comics)

· By Ariyoshi Kyoko

· Volume 1 ISBN 1401205356

· Drama genre, ranked E for Everyone

· Reads right to left

· Odd dates; says it was published in 1976 and 1992 in Japan and 2005 in English

Summary:

Masumi is a 16 year old with incredible luck; she is an inexperienced dancer at a rural ballet school that gets a chance to audition for the soon-to-be-created Japan National School of Ballet, work with the masters, and possibly study in Russia! There are lots of self-doubt, embarrassing moments and hardship as she chases her dream, but Alexei Sergeiev, the talented international dancer, sees promise in her and drives her. She nearly gives up several times but keeps trying. 

Comments:

This is a sweet little girl series. Those who aren’t ballet fans can learn about the terms from helpful notes incorporated in the text. Hard-hearted (or even normal) readers may tire of Masumi crying all the time (she cries to see Sergeiev, she cries when she burns one of her rival with coffee, she cries when she is frustrated by Sergeiev’s demands, she cries when she makes a mistake or is caught complaining about just working on the basic steps with the masters, and so on). I like how the male dancers are present, and they eat healthy meals. I get the feeling that our plucky heroine is going to go far (no surprise there) but her obstacles may make interesting reading. This really is a “safe” series – no swearing, no nudity, no violence (except for page 81, where her friend slaps her for getting distracted and insulting her during the dance). I like the plot summaries of various famous ballets. Suitable for grade 4 and up.

