The One I Love

Statistics:

· By Clamp

· Tokyo Pop published, rated T for teen age 13+

· Drama / Romance genre

· Reads right to left

· ISBN 1591827647

Summary:

12 self-contained scenes or short stories of, as the blurb on the back says, “the heart of the matter of insecurity and honesty, marriage and independence, and … love”. 

Comments:

Clamp’s one of my favourite manga-ka, but I wouldn’t consider this one of their best work. You know how finding out about the authors can tinge how you read their work. Clamp is usually very reclusive, but in this one, they provide mini-essays to go with the art/story, and it lessens it a bit, because they end up sounding flaky and trivial like other manga artists that write about themselves in little asides in their books. (Clamp consists of 4 single women that work as a team.) Feminists might be insulted in the essay from scene 7 called Pretty where they say “at least twelve girls who have fallen in love have become prettier. Out of those, nine got married and became wonderful housewives. So please remember to cast your spells, so that you, too, will be able to experience the richness of love”. That being said, the mini-stories are entertaining enough, easily digestible, and contain no objectionable material. Suitable for grade 6+, mainly for girls into romance.

