Amelia Rules! Superheroes

Generalities:

· Author > Jimmy Gownley

· Genre > 

· Directionality > left to right

· Publisher > Renaissance Press

· Extra Pieces > 

· Publisher Rating > none save for a “kids love comics” logo 

· ISBN # > 0971216967

Plot / Content: 

Amelia McBride’s life is never worry-free. As the back blurb teases, “Can she really be moving again? Plus, new friend Trish is hiding a terrible secret and superhero-wannabe Reggie has vowed to destroy the evil ‘Legion of Steves’.” It’s the fourth volume in the series. Favourite characters like Aunt Tanner and Pajamaman reappear as well as a new cast of funny folks. 

Quality of writing / drawing: 

Jimmy Gownley’s aim with this comic (check his website out: http://www.ameliarules.com/home.html ) was to make a comic that kids could read and adults could enjoy too. With this volume, I see a lot of the adult in-jokes and references that kids (and many adults) may miss. Who but deep academic comic fans will catch the parody of Scott McCloud’s seminal work, “Understanding Comics” (see http://www.scottmccloud.com/ for more information) from pages 89-91? Still, I think kids will enjoy Amelia’s antics. Set as a grade 4 kid, she sometimes acts much younger (running around playing superheroes and wearing underwear over their clothes) and at other times much older (contemplating the relationship her great-aunt writer had with the great love of her life, a lesser writer she never married) than this. Jimmy Gownley knows how to use the medium to maximum effect. (Spoiler alert!) When Amelia learns that Trish has a heart condition that killed her sister, you can see Amelia’s thoughts are dwelling on that grim fact (page 122). Amelia Rules is acceptable for younger people to read it, but older readers may enjoy it more, with the moments of nostalgia.

Any worrisome parts (sex, violence, language): 

There aren’t any real worrisome parts. Amelia and her friends play Truth or Dare and some of the kids kiss. Reggie has a crush on Aunt Tanner and fantasizes about kissing her. When Reggie and PajamaMan break into the ninja headquarters, they find a “porno” magazine (but nothing is ever shown). The kids call each other names like bimbo and jerk.

Grade level: 4 and up 

