Bleach

Statistics:

· By Tite Kubo

· Produced by Shonen Jump and rated T for Teen

· Reads right to left

· English sound effects

· Volume 1:Strawberry and the Soul Reapers (ISBN 1591164419) was published in 2004

· Installments appear in Shonen Jump magazine

· Includes “Info Page” on two main characters and sketches intermittently with asides by the author

Summary:

Ichigo is a red-headed teen with two younger sisters and a strict father (he slaps Ichigo around and his son’s curfew is 7:00 p.m.) that runs a medical clinic. Ichigo, like the kid in “The Sixth Sense”, can also see and communicate with ghosts. A figure he first mistakes for a ghost is actually Rukia, a Soul Reaper. She deals with the two types of souls, as she explains on page 23; she helps wholes/good spirits get to the afterlife, and she stops hollows/bad spirits from eating the souls of the living or other ghosts and helps them pass on. Ichigo’s ghost-talk abilities attract a hollow that attacks his family. In fighting off the hollow, he absorbs all of Rukia’s Soul Reaper energy, turning him into a Soul Reaper himself and rendering Rukia helpless. Ichigo reluctantly takes on the job as Soul Reaper until Rukia can regain her power, and one of his first jobs is to save his good friend Orihime from her dead brother Kakei.

Comments:

This is a riveting story, with a good mix of thought and action. There’s a great deal of horror elements running through the book (e.g. page 115, when the hollow reaches through the teddy bear, straight through the young girl). The monsters are scary and detailed and the characters easily recognizable in their chibi or regular form. The violence, although intense, is usually monster vs human or vice-versa (except for when Ichigo and his dad fight – it’s almost comical). To kill hollows, you have to split their skulls in half with a sword (preferably in one blow, so you don’t realize / recognize that they used to be human). Some frightening pictures include Orihime nearly being consumed by Hollow Kakei (page 152) and a little bloodied girl (page 11). In terms of sex, Tatsuki, Orihime’s best friend is constantly referring to Orihime’s ample bust (e.g. page 66 “a girl with boobs like yours could do a lot better”). I talked to Felix, my “library clerk / student manga consultant”. The intermediates love it but because of the violence, we’d both recommend it for grades 7 and up.

