Bone (Volume 1: Out From Boneville)

Generalities:

· Author > Jeff Smith

· Genre > unlabelled

· Directionality > left to right

· Publisher > graphix ? Scholastic

· Extra Pieces > no


· Publisher Rating > none listed (see below)

· ISBN # >0439706408

Plot / Content: 

Think “The Odyssey”. Three funny-looking cousins – the good natured Fone Bone, the chipper cigar-smoking Smiley Bone, and the obnoxious, money-obsessed Phoney Bone – are kicked out of their homeland of Boneville because of Phoney’s greedy schemes. They face many obstacles (blistering desert, locusts, sudden snow, separation, rat creatures). They become separated and Fone finds help thanks to the beautiful Thorn, her tough cow-racing Grandma Ben, and a mysterious dragon. Eventually, the cousins find each other in the town of Barrelhaven but sinister things are afoot and the Hooded One (with his gang of rat creatures) are behind it. This is a 9 volume series.

Quality of writing / drawing: 

I am surprised that it has taken me nearly 2 years since I first picked up a graphic novel for me to finally read the famous and classic Bone. The contrasting styles between the characters are very interesting. Bone, if you haven’t seen him (I have a figurine of him that I got at a comic convention) is a very simple-lined, all white, no hair or clothes sort of creature. Thorn, the girl he has a crush on, is drawn much more realistic. Volumes and volumes have been written on Bone (I have a booklet called “Using Graphic Novels In The Classroom Including Bone by Jeff Smith: A Guide for Teachers and Librarians” and it says it is an “award-winning, critically acclaimed graphic novel series that has been described as Pogo meets the Lord of the Rings”. (page 5) It qualifies as high fantasy, according to the booklet, with lots of deep themes ripe for analysis. Rather than just quote and re-quote, I’ll say this: I have it in my collection and it’s never in. All ages love it.

Any worrisome parts (sex, violence, language): 

No, although extra-extra sensitive people may be a little ill-at-ease when Thorn goes bathing in the stream. Everything happens “off screen” (or “between the panels”, as comic geeks may say), but on page 43 you see a flash of her thigh high up as she begins to get ready for the bath, or a bare shoulder. The insult “dork” is used. The youngest readers won’t get the Moby Dick references, but did we as kids get all the allusions made in Bugs Bunny cartoons?

Grade level:

3+

