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Plot / Content: 

Captain Raptor is a crackerjack dinosaur space pilot. When a UFO crashes on their planet’s moon, the president of the planet asks Captain Raptor and his crew to investigate. The navigator, professor, sergeant and captain are thrown into peril multiple times (hit by lightning, attacked by an octocolossus, meeting aliens, battling pteraspikadons, etc.) but manage to survive and save the day. 

Quality of writing / drawing: 

This feels like one of the old adventure movie serials: “Could THIS be the end of Captain Raptor?” or it could be Star Trek with a bit of Jurassic Park thrown in for fun. There are lots of climaxes and tense moments to keep the action hopping. The illustrations are beautiful. Interestingly enough, the creation team use caption boxes instead of speech bubbles – voice-over narratives are placed in blue caption boxes and dialogue is placed in white caption boxes. Sci-fi fans will enjoy this book, as will dinosaur fans.  The vocabulary might be a challenge to the lower age range of their intended audience (words like “plasmocontrols” “planetary scanners” and “rugged terrain”) but the book can be understood without using a dictionary.

Any worrisome parts (sex, violence, language): 

None. There don’t seem to be any female characters, but it’s hard to tell with the dinosaurs. Captain Raptor punches a monster in the jaw – that’s the worst incident of violence, and that’s very tame.

Grade level: 1 or 2 and up

