Christopher Columbus: The Life of a Master Navigator and Explorer

Generalities:

· Author > David West and Jackie Gaff

· Genre > “graphic nonfiction”, historical

· Directionality > left to right

· Publisher > Rosen

· Extra Pieces > table of contents, “who’s who”, information on explorers, sailors, world travel, glossary, further information references, index and web sites

· Publisher Rating > N/A

· ISBN # > 1404251707

Plot: 

This is a retelling of the life and adventures of Christopher Columbus, with a focus on his four voyages to the New World. The challenges faced by Columbus to mount the expeditions, the conditions onboard and the events once they landed in various spots in the West Indies, South America and Central America are shared.

Quality of writing / drawing: 

I thought I would give the “Rosen Graphic Non-Fiction” line another try, because I really disliked another title in the series. This book is not meant to tell everything about Columbus, it does a pretty decent job. It glosses over some portions, but this is forgivable considering that they were trying to contain the “story” from pages 8-44. The art is an improvement over the other title I have read in this series (but don’t go searching for emotions to radiate from the faces of the characters, with the exception of the poor sap on page 35 eating maggot-infested food!). The portrayal of the natives in the text and illustrations seemed fine, although they are rather incidental to the main story arc (references are made to capturing Tainos as slaves, seizing lands and killing villages [by rebels or because they objected to the explorers’ presence]). I do not know how historically accurate the drawings are, because I am unaware if the natives all wore loincloths. Asides were included with a star within the text (e.g. page 28 the strange fever Columbus noted was malaria). The retelling left many questions for me (e.g. How did Columbus hook up with his paramour? Did Columbus’ son really “solve the mystery of the mermaids” on page 34?) but for most readers intent on learning about Columbus’ journeys, this will suffice. The labeled maps at the front help this purpose too.

Any worrisome parts (sex, violence, language): 

No viewable nudity. (All males pictured wore loincloths. The only topless female figure I saw was carrying a baby and far away, on page 41.)

No language. The worst Columbus says is “curses”.

Violence exists, but it is important to the information. Natives and explorers are stabbed and shot. See examples from pages 39-41.  

Grade level: 

5+, although perfect for the grade 6 social studies unit

