Classics Illustrated Junior - Cinderella

Generalities:

· Author > Charles Perrault (interior art by Peter Costanza, from Classics Illustrated: A Cultural History, with Illustrations by William B. Jones Jr.)

· Genre > fairy tale

· Directionality > left to right

· Publisher > First Classics Inc.(1953, reprint 2002)

· Extra Pieces > Jack and Jill, Information on the Giant Panda

· Publisher Rating > “younger readership”

· ISBN # >1894998111

Plot / Content: 

It’s relatively the same story as the many retellings … young girl made to work like a slave in her own home by a mean stepmother and two selfish stepsisters. Her fairy godmother grants her wish to go to a ball; the prince falls in love with the mystery girl; she loses her glass slipper but this mishap leads her prince to find her. Variations in this version include a little imp named Ko-ko that helps Cinderella’s fairy godmother (#812734685493120), the queen of the fairies that is a recipient of Cinderella’s kindness (while the queen is in disguise) and who acts like a yenta (matchmaker), and a visit to a glass slipper factory by the prince as he searches for his love.

Quality of writing / drawing: 

This is a 50th anniversary edition of the original, and the inside illustrations reflect this. The prince sports that page boy haircut that Romeo (played by Leonard Whiting) wears in the Franco Zeffirelli 1968 version of the movie (ugh). Dated. The stepsisters are suitably hideous and cruel; one is scarecrow-thin and the other pig-like and chunky. All the panels are rectangular, although there is some variety (page 19 is a full-page panel, and it’s partner on page 18 has 3 elongated rectangles as contrast). The additions of the conversation between the fairy godmother and the fairy queen are superfluous in parts and enlightening in other parts (who among us has never wondered “why didn’t Cinderella’s father notice anything amiss?”) and the conversation with the shop-workers at the glass factory silly but also useful plot-wise (they confirm that the slipper was made magically). My 6-year-old daughter likes me to read it to her. As for the little non-fiction part on the panda, I can’t attest to how accurate it is (they do say that the panda is related more to the raccoon than to the bear, but is it true today that “in captivity, they have learned to like large portions of corn meal mush”?)

Any worrisome parts (sex, violence, language): 

The mandate of Classics Illustrated Junior was to introduce fairy tales, folk tales, myths and children’s literature in comic book form to children (in 1960, the average monthly circulation was 262 000, according to the blurb in the front of the comic). The stepmother calls Cinderella a lazy good-for-nothing (page 11) and sullen brat (page 14). The stepsister tries to hit Cinderella but the fairy’s magic prevents it. Safe.

Grade level: all ages (2+ on own)

