Comic Party
Generalities: “Comic Party” is by Sekihiko Inui. It reads right to left. Sounds effects are in Japanese. First volume includes postscript, “manga lingo”, Cosplay photos and extra drawings. It is published by TokyoPop and is rated T for Teen (age 13+). Volume 1’s ISBN # is 1591828546.

Plot: Kazuki Sendoh is a talented college-age student recently rejected from the fine-arts program. His weird good friend Taishi introduces him to drawing indie manga (a.k.a. doujinshi) and selling it at comic conventions (called “comipa” – short for comic party). Mizuki is Kazuki’s close friend and girlfriend-wannabe that objects to Kazuki’s new career path. As Kazuki gets into the “comipa” scene, he meets new and interesting people like “Panda Girl” and “Cat-Fish Queen” (competing manga-kas).

Quality of writing / drawing: The drawings of the characters vary a lot, in the manga tradition, from very “chibi” (babyish cute style) to very “shoujo” (girl comics, romantic) to everything in between (e.g. the portrayal of the “otaku” [manga fan] as a fat sweaty guy makes him look more Asian than the main characters). The characters have a tendency to overreact to every little thing and they are prone to making huge crusading announcements about the task at hand (e.g. Taishi at the end of “Party2: Noisy Impression” urging Kazuki to “answer the call”). I presume that it’s supposed to be “over the top” but sometimes it’s a little much.

Any worrisome parts (sex, violence, language): I could kick the author for hitting all three of the big concern areas. The objectionable parts are sections that add nothing to the plot and seem very gratuitous and “huh?”. For instance, Mizuki’s trademark is her bat filled with nails. On the very first page of “Party 1: Start Up!”, this is what she uses to wake up Kazuki, whom she cares deeply about. Hello? Couldn’t the comic violence have been done some other way? Also, many of the song lyrics contain profanity that does nothing to add to the plot, except to show that Kazuki is a young adult dissatisfied with life (e.g. “who the f*&^ am I to criticize you’re leaving …”). The extra pictures after the postscript can be problematic too. According to the author, they were done by three employees from “Tokyo Development Room” to congratulate the author and consists of the female characters in provocative poses and minimal clothing. 

Grade Level: High School or Above

Kid Vote: Only my “preview club” will get a look at this.
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