Courtney Crumrin and the Night Things

Generalities:

· Author > Ted Naifeh

· Genre > unstated on book

· Directionality > left to right

· Publisher > Oni Press

· Extra Pieces > Introductory essay, extra artwork

· Publisher Rating > Youth Age 7+

· ISBN # > 1929998600

Plot: 

Courtney is a cynical, smart and lonely early-teen girl whose self-absorbed, social-climber parents decide to move from the city to live rent-free with their mysterious Uncle Aloysius in his spooky mansion in the rich suburb of Hillsborough.  The school kids are stuck-up, mean bullies, but she also has to deal with “things that go bump in the night”. Thankfully, it turns out her uncle is an expert in the “night things”. In volume 1, a goblin eats the only kid nice to her but she avoids becoming dessert with a spell from her uncle’s book. Another borrowed spell doesn’t go as well and she becomes too popular. In chapter 3, a babysitting job for the Finch’s baby takes a turn for the weird when a changeling takes its place. In chapter 4, a doppelganger takes her place and Courtney debates whether the imposter does a better job.

Quality of writing / drawing: 

This book is spooky, scary, well written, and well drawn. I bought my own copy. The introduction compares it to the works of Mark Twain, Roald Dahl and Judy Blume, and it isn’t that far off the mark. It’s very dark and twisted – for instance, the kidnapped baby doesn’t come back, despite Courtney’s rescue efforts. Courtney is a protagonist with courage and imagination, but in her own words she is also “rude [and] bad-tempered”. She has moments of self-doubt and fear, but is resourceful and kind-hearted. The drawings are very detailed and elaborate (and will freak you out if you view them late at night!) and the plots engaging with no happy-ever-after endings.

Any worrisome parts (sex, violence, language): 

Considering some of the other series out there, Courtney isn’t bad. Still, be aware of the following in volume 1:

· Words like ass / hell / dumbass / “you suck” / “kiss ass” / bugger

· Gareth kisses Courtney and she bites his lip to stop him

· The changeling baby smokes and drinks whiskey and Courtney threatens to put the monster baby in the microwave 

The dark, scary nature of the book means I read it for myself, not for my 6 year old daughter.

Grade level: Tinlids keeps it in the high school area, but I say it’s fine for grade 5+

