Crazy Love Story

Generalities: Crazy Love Story is by Lee Vin (possibly a Korean, based on the names and locations). It reads left to right. Some sound effects are in English and others in Korean or Japanese. Crazy Love Story is produced by TokyoPop and is rated T for Teen aged 13+. Volume 1’s ISBN # is 1591827728.

Plot: Hae Jun is a pretty girl with a messed-up life. Her eyesight is going, her mother is dead but she sees her spirit sometimes, she’s an A college student but also a devil-may-care kleptomaniac with a bizarre blue-haired, yellow-eyed boyfriend named Jimmy with a penchant for action movies, guns and his criminal father. Enter (or re-enter) Jin Sung Moo, a bleach-blond famous DJ that knew Hae Jun in high school and falls in love with her again. Bo Na Lin is Hae Jun’s ultra girly friend that may be even weirder than Jimmy and Hae Jun. Sung Moo does all sorts of things to try and win Hae Jun’s heart but with mixed results.

Quality of writing / drawing: Yuck. The people may be drawn prettily and the backgrounds / settings photographic-like detailed drawings (e.g. page  18 or 41) but the characters are unsympathetic and the plot outrageous and stupid. Hae Jun constantly labels herself (e.g. “hazy and warped personality” page 5, “a twisted person … a mischievous frog” page 11, “I kill everyone in my world” page 153) and Sung Moo is always waxing poetic about how wonderful Hae Jun is (e.g. “pure and beautiful” page 45, “my crazy angel…my crazy princess” page 49). Hae Jun treats Sung Moo and others terribly. She steals purses and cars and then dumps them; she cheats at pool and dresses like a tramp; she smokes and kicks Sung Moo down a flight of stairs and nearly drowns him in a pool. Yet, Sung Moo keeps coming back for more. Hae Jun and Jimmy emotionally manipulate him by staging elaborate arguments between the two, then draw guns on him and beat Sung Moo up more. If this is “love”, I’d rather be a nun!

Any worrisome parts (sex, violence, language): Lots of mild language like “bastard”, “idiot”, “shit”, and “sucks”. Although Hae Jun dresses trampy, there isn’t much sex (or romance) in the story. Hae Jun and Sung Moo kiss twice. There’s a lot of relationship violence and violence inflicted on Sung Moo. He has a real gun drawn on him and he is beaten to a pulp several times by Jimmy and Hae Jun, once almost in a sadomasochistic way (page 102).

Grade level: Senior (Grade 10+)

Kid Vote: Untested as yet.

