Crescent Moon

Statistics:

· Volume 2 (ISBN 1591827930) is published by Tokyo Pop

· Rated T for Teen 13+, fantasy genre

· Written/drawn by Haruko Iida

· Reads right to left, mix of Japanese and English sound effects

· List of characters, summary of story to date, table of contents (listing chapters), afterword included

Summary:

Mahiru is a girl that has magical powers that are useful and needed by a “gang” of supernatural guys (Mitsuru the tengu, Nozomu the vampire, Akira the werewolf and isoka the fox demon) that are on a quest to reclaim/steal back “teardrops of the moon” to help their people in another world survive (page 65). Mahiru has qualms about stealing things but agrees to help and even lives with them. Mahiru and Mitsuru clash (he says she is nothing but their tool) but in this volume, Mahiru saves Mitsuru’s life when some knock-out gas has extra-bad results. Also in this volume, Akira wants to perform at the World Performance Festival while they are on to taking another teardrop and Mahiru learns more about her companions (page 129-133) from Oboro, a high-in-command fellow from the Lunar Race that works on Earth as a restaurant owner. However, Mahiru’s classmate Keiko is working for “the other side” and may cause problems for the group.

Comments:

The names mixed me up sometimes (Mahiru vs Mitsuru).

If you don’t count “damn” or “hell” as swearing, then there is none.

Decent, average graphics. Fine, traditional storyline.

One character is called a “hermaphrodite” (although actually he/she is fully female for ½ the month and fully male the other 1/2 ) and takes a shower but you never see anything (not even body shapes or curves). No sex references.

Suitable for grade 5+

