Crimson Hero Volume 3

Generalities:

· Author > Mitsuba Takanashi

· Genre > manga, sports, shojo

· Directionality > right to left

· Publisher > Shojo Beat Manga

· Extra Pieces > Mitsuba Club sidebars, interview with Wold Cup Japan Girls Volleyball training camp players

· Publisher Rating > T for Teen

· ISBN # >1421505770

Plot / Content: 

Nobara Sumiyoshi is a 15 year old with just one thing on her mind – volleyball. She wants no part of her mother’s restaurant/ryotei business and will go to almost any lengths to play competititve high school volleyball. In volume 3, she has just assembled enough players to form a team: Tomoyo (the experienced one brought out of “retirement”), Rena, Yui, Kyoka and Ayako. Nobara works her new teammates so hard that newbie Rena collapses and is sent to the infirmary. Club dues also put financial pressure on Nobara and she has to eat humble pie and ask her estranged mother for money (she’s turned down and uses her food money to pay club dues). During that agonizing phone call, she learns that her younger sister Souka has to go on an omiai date with the obnoxious perverted son of one of the ryotei’s best customers. Nobara nearly misses the first volleyball game to rescue her sister (with the help of Yushin, a “guy friend” that cancels his own date to help with the rescue). Other guys like Keisuke, Naoto, Tomonori, Haibuki and Nobara’s other relatives complicates Nobara’s life. At the end of volume 3, Nobara makes a deal with her mother – let her play volleyball for the 2.5 years she has left in high school, and then she will give up volleyball and work for the family ryotei.

Quality of writing / drawing: 

I was interested to see volleyball as the central game in a sports manga – and a shojo (girl) manga to boot. It feels like a soap opera (which most shojo is meant to be like). I didn’t read volume 1 or 2 before reading this installment and although I understood the basic plot, all the male characters blurred together (from what I can gather, they all like Nobara in some way but something prevents them from confessing their love) and the other players on the team aren’t well-rounded yet. The volleyball scenes are full of action, but the emphasis is on the action off-court. Some of the actions of the characters are a little questionable: for instance, Nobara’s mother is so focused on the ryotei that she sends her younger daughter (under age 15) off with a man who was likely to force himself on her, or at least treat her poorly. Nobara herself is so focused on volleyball that she starves herself to be able to afford to continue to play (eating only a hard-boiled egg for dinner) and she works herself so hard in practice that she throws up. There are a lot of Japanese cultural references that aren’t often explained. The only exceptions are when Nobara’s meek father gives his eldest daughter the majority of his “allowance” and the asterisked comment explains that in Japan, the wife controls the family budget, and when Souka is taunted with the title “Sadako” (a character from a Japanese horror movie). Some background explanation on ryotei (The traditional Japanese ryotei -- the high class, highly discreet dining places of the barons of business and politics) or omiai (according to an unsourced entry on Wikipedia, “Omiai (Japanese: お見合い) or miai (the o is honorific) is a Japanese custom whereby unattached individuals are introduced to each other to consider the possibility of marriage.”) would have helped.
Any worrisome parts (sex, violence, language): 

Much of this depends on your sensitivities …Momoko Sumiyohsi is Nobara’s aunt, the school nurse and the girls volleyball staff advisor – she wears fishnet stockings, smokes, and talks back to the principal. The boys that have to share the gym with the girls say they are “pissed off”. One of the between-chapter illustrations has Nobara crouching wearing an “Indian head-dress” and “war paint”. The tense scene between Souka and the politician’s son alludes to sinister possibilities but shows nothing and says nothing. When Nobara gets hurt during a shoving match between the guys, she says “ that frickin’ hurt!”

Grade level: 6 or 7 and up

