DNAngel

Generalities:

· by Yukiru Sugisaki

· Tokyo Pop

· Volume 1 ISBN 159182799X

· 1997 in Japan, 2004 in English

· rated T for Teen 13+

· Fantasy / Romance

· Right to left

Plot:

· Daisuke Niwa, average 14 year old

· On birthday, realizes that he is from a family of thieves (summary page 104)

· Can turn into alternative identity of hunky Phantom Thief “Dark” when thinks about his crush (Risa)

· Daisuke gets cute pet Wiz as part of Dark ID (Wiz can disguise himself as Daisuke if he accidentally transforms into Dark)

· Risa has a twin, Riku

· Fellow classmate dedicated to hunting down “Dark” and nearly catches him

Quality of writing / drawing:

· engaging

· lots of mood shots, close-ups, etc.

· story ends with 3 chapters but there’s an extra (“N is for Nishiki” which has nothing to do with DNAngel but is the first comic the author did for a particular company

Any objectionable parts? (sex / violence / language)

· cute part on page 91 where it shows a censor button over a swearing classmate’s mouth and the words “come on, this is a kid’s comic” 

· references to Dark being a peeping Tom (e.g. page 122) and perverts (e.g. pages 135, 143)

· unless you count “idiot” or “stupid”, no swearing

· Daisuke gets roughed up a little at home as part of his thief training (any moral objections to Dark stealing art?)

Grade level: Possibly grade 5 or 6+

