DeathNote Volume 1

Generalities:

· Author > Tsugumi Ohba (art by Takeshi Obata)

· Genre > supernatural horror mystery

· Directionality > right to left

· Publisher > Viz Media

· Extra Pieces > excerpts from the DeathNote

· Publisher Rating > T+ for Older Teen

· ISBN # > 1420501686

Plot / Content: 

Copied from the back blurb: “Light Yagami is an ace student with great prospects – and he’s bored out of his mind. But all that changes when he finds the Death Note, a notebook dropped by a rogue Shinigami death god. Any human whose name is written in the notebook dies, and now Light has vowed to use the power of the Death Note to rid the world of evil. But when criminals begin dropping dead, the authorities send the legendary detective L to track down the killer. With L hot on his heels, will Light lose sight of his noble goal – or his life?”

Quality of writing / drawing: 

OMG! WOW! This is one incredible manga. It’s done by the artist of Hikaru No Go! – what a completely different style, but both are amazing (showing the talent of the artist and the author). The visuals are outstanding (Ryuk is damn scary!) and the plot is riveting. Light is above average, and it is fascinating to see him wrestle with this new power, and how it alters him (he decides to rid the world of criminals both to make it a better place, but also to be the ruler (page 49). Ryuk the shinigami is another interesting character and it is engrossing to see the battle of minds between Light and L and to discover the powers of the Death Note. I don’t think you can find a graphic novel enthusiast who thinks this is a substandard series – everyone raves about it, and rightly so.

Any worrisome parts (sex, violence, language): 

This is a book where the higher age rating is not for sex (a girl gets harassed by some punks, but this is even mild and there are no boobs, no panty shots, nothing), not for language (I didn’t recall any swearing) and not even for the violence (people shoot others and get hit by buses and stuff) – it’s for the concept. For a teenager to have the power of death over the world, and how (I can already see how) it may warp him into an amoral serial killer may make people nervous. In fact, I heard of a student that as a creative writing exercise chose to make his own Death Note and the book was found, seized, and there was a huge cry from his school board to have the book banned. I know of many of my grade 7 & 8 students that read this from the public library and love it. When they heard I was reading it, they practically squealed with glee – I think they are looking forward to chatting about it with me (and I with them). I will buy this for myself, but probably not for my elementary school library collection.

Grade level: 8+

