Degrassi: The Next Generation – Extra Credit (Volume 1 – Turning Japanese)

Generalities:

· Author > J. Torres / Art > Ed Northcott

· Genre > teen, TV adaptation

· Directionality > left to right

· Publisher > Fenn Publishing Co. / Madison Press Book

· Extra Pieces > bonus section of art work, hint at second volume

· Publisher Rating > none given

· ISBN # > 1551683180

Plot / Content: 

Based on the newest episodes of the Canadian TV show “Degrassi: The Next Generation”, this volume contains two simultaneous storylines. Ellie works at a comic book company and loves almost all aspects of the job – except for the sexual harassment she experiences from one of the bosses. J.T. is distraught over his girlfriend Liberty’s decision to give up their baby for adoption. Recovering from a drug overdose, J.T. finds another unhealthy preoccupation to keep his mind off his current troubles.

Quality of writing / drawing: 

The artwork is gorgeous. The characters are supposed to resemble the actors who play the same characters on TV and Ed Northcott does an excellent job of capturing their looks but still keeping it stylistic and edgy. (Six degrees of separation note: my husband knows Ed because both are in the RPG industry. However, I didn’t know that until after I started writing the review. Conscience cleared.) The story had to stay true to the episodes, so any “teen soap opera” feel to the plot should probably be attributed to the scriptwriters instead of J. Torres. Lots of literary, comic and film references (Jane Eyre, Casablanca, Superman, etc.) are nice additions to the realistic banter between the friends.

Any worrisome parts (sex, violence, language): 

This is a teen book, and like the series, it deals with some controversial subjects. J.T.’s new addiction is free Internet porn. We see some of the screen shots he views (no genitalia, and nipples are covered by large XXXs). His friend Toby walks in on him after he’s just masturbated (dopey grin, box of tissue, unzipped pants and a woman’s lower half wearing a thong and garters on the computer screen) – considering the mature subject matter, the visuals are quite tame. The sexual innuendos Ellie’s boss throws at her (when talking about head shots, he asks her if she’s going to “give him heads”) are loaded. Despite this, they put a big “censored” black circle over a shot of Ellie’s friends playfully giving her the finger. The characters use words like crap. If your students can watch Degrassi The Next Generation on TV, they can handle reading this book. Nothing is gratuitous; it all fits with the plot.

Grade level: 9+

