Dr. Slump

Generalities:

· Author > Akira Toriyama

· Genre > manga, comedy

· Directionality > right to left

· Publisher > Viz / Shonen Jump

· Extra Pieces > table of contents, one page diversions like “spot the difference”, fake collector cards, colouring pages and mock masks (e.g. a “sparrow sized” one) 

· Publisher Rating > T for teen 

· ISBN # > 159116950x

Plot: 

A bumbling bachelor inventor (Senbei Norimaki) creates a robot that looks exactly like a (13 year old) girl. To prove that he can make a robot indistinguishable from a real person, he sends her (Arale) to school and keeps her robotic identity a secret. Arale doesn’t know much about how people should act and much hilarity ensues as she gets kidnapped for ransom, joins school clubs, trades places with a school friend, saves an abused bear, travels back in time and causes mayhem by misusing some of “doctor’s” neat inventions like the future camera and big-small ray gun.

Quality of writing / drawing: 

This is a relatively old manga (first published in 1980). Personally, I like the drawing style, although it belies the content. It has a very “cutesy”, roundish style, and the characters are relatively easy to discern (unlike some other mangas, where the characters all tend to look alike). It is very self-referential (lots of comments like on page 18 or 132, where Arale tells Senbei that he’s just like a manga character from another series, he complains that it is manga, and a big arrow says “so are you!”). It’s funny, but in a very sophomoric way (see next paragraph).

Any worrisome parts (sex, violence, language): 

Tinlids stores this in their high school section, and I can see why. It can be pretty rude. Sex: Arale talks about her breasts a lot (when she finds the big-small ray gun, she asks the doctor to make her boobs bigger). One whole story line involves Arale complaining that she doesn’t have genitals (page 38: “I’m all smooth down there”) and Senbei creating see-through glasses so he can check out women so he knows how to build one for Arale (he didn’t build a vulva for her because he had never seen one – all his porn magazines that he used for reference had been defaced). When Arale first comes to life, she hits him in the groin. Violence: In terms of violence, Arale wakes up her creator by putting a grenade in his mouth (page 22) and  Senbei gets hit by the girls with watermelon cannons (page 103). However, much of the violence is very cartoony and meant to be “comicy”. Language/Other: I don’t recall reading any swearing, but some people may be uncomfortable with Senbei sending Arale out to buy him cigarettes, ogling her gorgeous teacher, and reading porn.

Grade level: Grade 11+? I’m not a high school teacher, so I can’t say. All I know is that it’s not suitable, in my opinion, for elementary school students.

