A Sam and Friends Mystery: Dracula Madness

Generalities:

· Author > Mary Labatt & Jo Rioux

· Genre > mystery

· Directionality > left to right

· Publisher > Kids Can Press

· Extra Pieces > none

· Publisher Rating > age 7-10

· ISBN # > 9781553373032

Plot / Content: 

Sam is a little down because her family’s moved to a new small town. She meets Jennie, the girl next door and they go exploring. Soon they embark on solving the mystery of the local recluse, Mr. McIver, in his spooky old house. Oh, did I forget to mention that Sam’s a dog and Jennie can hear her thoughts? 

Quality of writing / drawing: 

I wasn’t sure I’d like this book when I first picked it up, but it won me over. The black and white illustrations are clean and clear, and the illustrator shows that she can alter her style when the time is right, such as the chibi-manga version of Sam’s infiltration plan, or the horror-esque ideas of what Mr. McIver is stemming from the girls’ imaginations. It’s based on a previously published novel, Spying On Dracula, by the same author, so any liberties taken with the original story are with her own blessings. The characters are brave yet scared, confident yet worried. The ending is a bit sudden, but satisfactory considering the size of the book, and there’s a couple of red herrings to throw off the readers.

Any worrisome parts (sex, violence, language): 

It’s a kid adventure, so there’s no sex or violence. It’s spooky in a Scooby Doo sort of way. Some of the characters do say words like wimps, dumb, and stupid, but that’s all.

Grade level: 3+

