Dragon Drive Volume 11

Generalities:

· Author > Ken-Ichi Sakura

· Genre > fantasy manga

· Directionality > right to left

· Publisher > Viz Media / Shonen Jump

· Extra Pieces > short comics “Saken Theatre”

· Publisher Rating > A for All Ages

· ISBN # > 9781421516158

Plot / Content: 

(taken from the back of the book) All over the world, kids are getting into Dragon Drive, a virtual reality game in which they fight atop the backs of powerful dragons. But, as some of the players are learning, Dragon Drive isn’t just a game. Crossing between Earth and the magical world of Rikyu, kids and dragons must join forces in a battle that will decide the fate of both worlds! Meguru has a plan to stop Ri-IN, but she needs help … lots of help. How can Takumi convince all the Raikoo masters in the world to gather on the top of Mount Fuji? Meanwhile, the assassin Arisa is on Takumi’s trail, and not even all of Takumi’s dragons together can stop her. With nowhere else to turn, Takumi venures into the world inside Raikoo’s Dragon Drive card!

Quality of writing / drawing: 

Think a cross between Dungeons and Dragons (they even call it D.D.) and Bakugan. In this volume, Takumi (the male hero of the story) makes a plea on TV and has a fierce battle with Arisa that destroys a city and nearly kills his dragon. To save his dragon, Takumi and Neko must follow the mysterious, sinister Bug in the world created by Raikoo’s mind and heart to save him. It’s a frantic pace, both story-wise and reflected in the art. Conversations overlap, events happen quickly and with lots of lines, manga expressions and action. The plot is not one for the ages, and the illustrations are along the same lines as other manga series, but it’s a fine fluff romp.

Any worrisome parts (sex, violence, language): 

The worst words are crud and idiot and dumb. One part is a little gross, when Raizo (Neko’s pet) poops out the key he accidentally swallows. There are lots of bashed-up dragons and humans in monumental, boom-filled fights. Although Arisa wears a short skirt, there is decidedly less flesh exposed in this manga than in other similar series. 

Grade level: 4 or 5 +

