Dragon Voice

Generalities:

· Author > Yuriko Nishiyama

· Genre > Comedy / Romance (according to cover)

· Directionality > right to left

· Publisher > TokyoPop

· Extra Pieces > character profiles, “author’s thoughts”

· Publisher Rating > T Teen age 13+

· ISBN # > 1595321195

Plot: 

Rin is a directionless teen that dances on the street to pass the time and make a buck. He has a secret dream that seems impossible – he wants to be a singer, and although he has the looks and moves, his voice sounds like “a bullfrog or and 80-year old man” (page 12). (The author describes it on page 112 as “one time when I had a really bad cold”.) By chance he meets up with the members of Beatmen  (Shino [the oldest at 17 with a warm gentle bass voice], Toshio [tenor, age 16, cheery & bright voice], Goh [baritone, age 16, sexy wild & low voice], Yuhgo [tenor, age 15, high, girlish voice]), a hot new singing group. Despite all the odds, the group leader and the band creator see something special in him; Rin auditions, he becomes a back-up dancer and then becomes one of the members of Beatmen. Nishiyama (the creator and genius behind Red Shoes, the record label that “owns” Beatmen”) believes that Rin possesses the “Dragon Voice” a mythical powerful singing voice that has unlimited potential. Rin has to face his own doubts, the mixed feelings of his bandmates, a skeptical public and a rival band called Privee that want Beatmen disbanded. 

Quality of writing / drawing: 

This manga-ka is the creator of the famous Harlem Beat, a sports manga. The author has taken on a big challenge – to be able to express notions of music and sound visually, and does a pretty decent job. Rin’s voice is written in a scratchy (but legible) font, and the lyrics / songs are expressed through lines, font size, font style and other means. The plot idea and follow-through is a little unbelievably-over-the-top (Rin’s voice can shatter soundproof glass / fireworks set up Shino’s asthma so Rin starts singing for him during a live performance) but you do end up cheering for underdog Rin and all the handsome members of the tiny record label. There are lots of sub-themes about having a dream, working hard to make things look easy, and teamwork.

Any worrisome parts (sex, violence, language): 

There was one part that wasn’t necessary and could have been taken out and made it more accessible to a younger audience. On page 115 when Rin goes to Red Shoes to audition, a smoking man that turns out to be the creator of Beatmen grabs Rin’s butt and says “nice ass, kid” and “idols have gotta have a small ass”. Then, Siko Shiina, the buxom manager and dance trainer of Beatmen is zipping up her dress and mistakenly asks Rin to zip her up in return for favors afterwards (she is nearsighted and thinks it is Yuhgo – although why she’d flirt like that with a 15 year old isn’t clear). Other than that, the situations are fine. Words like “suck” “hell” and “damn” are in there, so depending how you feel about that, 

Grade level: 8/9+

