Dream Saga

Statistics:

· Reads right to left, English subtitles

· Written by Megumi Tachikawa

· Produced by TokyoPop and rated Y for Youth Age 10+

· Volume 1 (ISBN 1591827744) was published in 2004.

· Includes little sidebars by the author answering reader questions and clarifying influences to the text.

Summary:

Yuuki is a grade five girl with lots of responsibilities at home and constantly surrounded by boys (not by her choosing, but because she has three little brothers at home and her new desk group at school are all boys due to an uneven amount of boys vs girls in the class). She finds a stone that transports her to a different realm (Takamagahara) when she sleeps. She meets many people that parallel those in the real world. Her job is to find the others that possess the magic stones like hers and stop the sun (shared between the two worlds) from dying and causing calamity.

Comments:

For all those critics that complain about unrealistic body image, excessive violence and weak female characters … here’s your antidote! Yuuki is the main character and despite having special powers, she chooses to use them to help rather than harm. She gets the band of bandits she hangs out with in Takamagahara (dream world) to avoid using violence to solve their problems (e.g. page 154) The writing is solid and based on many Japanese myths. The author even makes a “wink&nudge” reference to the tendency for epic-length stories on page 190. There’s a gentle love story evolving between Yuuki and Takaomi (his former gang say they like how he acts when he’s with her) despite their rocky beginning in the dream world, with Takaomi making a pass at Yuuki. This would be fine for grade 4 and up.

