Eternal Sabbath

Statistics:

· written / drawn by Fuyumi Soryo

· read right to left

· published by Del Ray / Kodansha

· rated OT ages 16+

· also includes translation notes, explanation of honorifics

Summary:

(taken from back of book) Ryousuke Akiba calls himself ES, a code name taken from a mysterious scientific experiment. Ryousuke will live to be at least two centuries old and possesses strange mental powers: He can enter people’s minds, discover their darkest secrets, even rearrange their memories so that complete strangers will treat him like family. Ryousuke acts not out of malice but for survival – wandering Tokyo for reasons known only to him. No one recognizes him for what he is … until Dr. Mine Kujyou, a determined researcher, meets someone who challenges everything she knows about science – ES, possessor of the Eternal Sabbath gene. But is he the only one?

Comments

This book was recommended on the GN-LIB forum as a “if you liked Death Note, you’ll like this” so I was eager to read it. It is very surreal – much of the action happens inside people’s minds. Despite getting an explanation pretty early on (on page 10, he breaks the fourth wall and tells the reader “I hack into other people’s brains”), the how and why are unclear and we relate well to the American-raised female lead who tries to find an explanation. By the end of the first volume, she gets it from another researcher Shinichirou Sakaki, who explains the secret experiment (page 225).  There are some funny parts (Mine attends a omiai – like a matchmaking meeting, and she scares her potential match by discussing lion infanticide and brain chemistry) but it is mostly mysterious and intense. Mine’s lack of a romantic partner is a minor plot point (although she does mention she’s not a virgin). The imagery and content are what push it to the older teen market. For instance, younger “brother” Takeshi tries to cut himself with an exacto knife to block the pain of not coming to the aid of a homeless man who was beaten to death. A teen plans to set a classmate on fire to silence him. A stranger is bludgeoned to death with a baseball bat (page 118) Mentally, people are cleaved in two (page 25), full of “pathological hate” (page 53) that manifests itself in the brain as bare-breasted monsters, guilt expressed as wasps and thorns that explode out of the body (page 68) and fears that erupt as bleeding walls and splitting blood vessels (page 167). I’d rate this for high school audience, grades 9/10+

