Faeries’ Landing

Generalities:

Faeries’ Landing is a Korean manga, read left-to-right, by You Hyun. I read volume 5, written in original form in 1999 and in English in 2004. The ISBN is 1591826136 and TokyoPop (the publisher) rates it as T for teen 13+. Sound effects are in Korean. It is part of a series, classified as a fantasy/comedy.

Plot:

Thankfully for readers jumping into the middle of the series, a list of characters and plot synopsis is included in the beginning of the book. Ryang is a teen boy that meets Fanta, a fairy stuck on Earth because her wings (gown) are ripped. Joining her on Earth is Fanta’s rival, the fairy Medea, sent there because she put a nasty curse of Ryang where any girl that looks him in the eye gets an “evil affinity” parasite that only the fairies can remove. Lots of other fairies come to visit. In this volume, the king of fairies (disguised as a short girl in oversized basketball clothes) visits the Earth-bound fairies. His magic pipe and special scroll are stolen by the naughty cat goddess Bast. Jinhu, one of Ryang/Fanta/Medea’s classmates at school, gets possessed by the evil affinity and nearly kills her true love (Hansu) by stealing his energy to help animate Gabija, an imprisoned criminal spirit in Jinhu released with assistance from the king’s scroll. Medea and Fanta stop arguing over the king long enough to join forces to defeat Gabija (it involves a mutually satisfying arrangement whereby she is placed with another spirit named Zero in a magic skateboard). At the end of this volume, readers discover that Fanta has been intentionally wrecking her wings/gown because she loves to be on Earth and she loves Ryang.

Quality of writing / drawing:

I hate reading stories in the middle. I also realize that my description sounds pretty confusing to anyone that has not read the story (the back of the book was like this too). However, I was able to understand most of what was going on. Ryang’s brother and sister-in-law are a little two-dimensional (Ryang and the fairies live with them and they fill the “young married couple in love” trope as well as a convenient way for all these people to live together and not cramp their style like parents might). The king as a girl distracted Ryang as well as me.

Any objectionable parts? (sex / violence / language)

Like one of my students did in her graphic novel review, I decide to keep a tally of swear words and their locations. We have: ass (page 15 and one other place), slut (page 22), bitch (page 23 and 40) and shit (page 42). (There’s “hell” too, but I didn’t count that.) Much of the foul language comes from one of the tropes of the genre, the bullying and beating of one girl by a group of girls (in this case, Jinhui was degraded and manhandled for supposedly stealing another girl’s boyfriend).  There’s some casual cartoony slapping around and on page 62, Ryang and the king refuse to hold hands for a spell to work because they’d “look gay”.

Grade level: Possibly grade 7+

