Fashion Kitty

Generalities:

· Author > Charise Mericle Harper

· Genre > “girl comics”, super hero, action

· Directionality > reads left to right

· Publisher > Hyperion Paperbacks for Children

· Extra Pieces > book has a “faux jacket cover” and firm cover, a 8 page “flip book” in the center related to the plot

· Publisher Rating > no rating

· ISBN # > 0786851341

Plot: 

Kiki Kitty is the oldest of two daughters in an anthropomorphic and unusual cat family. One day, on her birthday, something extraordinary happens and she becomes Fashion Kitty, a superhero ready to help cats in need of makeovers (and other assistance).

Quality of writing / drawing: 

Don’t judge a book by its cover. The kids will, and we will reap the benefits from this one! It looks just like fluff but it has some serious, positive messages embedded in the text (and not tacked on). Fashion Kitty helps Mary Jane Tabby with her wardrobe because she was about to be tricked by Priscilla Persian into making a fool of herself (girl bullying). Fashion Kitty points out on page 51 “Priscilla was a slave to fashion magazines. That means she didn’t have her own style. She just copied whatever she saw.” Kindness wins in the end. Not to stereotype, but this is a very “girly” book – all the colours are black, white and shades of pink (with textures for clothes, of course, and excluding the full-colour flip book). Despite this, and the deceptively simple style of illustration, it is a engaging story. 

Any worrisome parts (sex, violence, language): 

Absolutely, positively none. 

Grade level: 

Grade 3+ (although I could see some grade 2s with it)

Kid Vote: Untested as yet.

