Firefighter! Daigo of Fire Company M

Statistics:

· Story and art by Masahito Soda

· Produced by Viz, rated T for Teen

· ISBN 1569319553 for Volume 1

· Published in Japan in 1996, in English in 2003

· Reads right to left with Japanese sound effects AND a glossary in the back of translated sound effects and signs

· Action genre

Summary: 

Daigo Asahina is a new graduate from firefighter school. He wants to be a hero, just like the brave firefighter that complimented and saved him when he was a little boy. Daigo is disappointed to join Central Medaka-Ga-Hama Fire Station – there aren’t that many fires in this area and the men seem too jovial and slack for his intense taste. Daigo learns that appearances are deceiving, as well as many other lessons on the job. His boss, fire chief Gomi is a wise veteran that saved Daigo so long ago. His baseball cap is not casual wear – it covers the terrible burns he suffered on the job. Some of the jobs Daigo experiences include saving a suicidal man in a house filled with gas (teaching Daigo that there doesn’t have to be a fire for a job to be dangerous), outing a fire in his former high school (teaching Daigo that he must put his personal feelings aside – his favourite former teacher was thought to be in the building but wasn’t), saving cats and “competing” with a rival fire hall and fellow new grad to fix the work of a forest arsonist.

Comments:

This is one action book (dare I say “boy book”) that I could get into. The artwork is done in a variety of styles that complement the scene dealt with. Burning rooms look smoky and the emotions are obvious. Daigo is a cocky hot-head but still very likeable. No sex, no violence, but a couple of swear words: “bastard” and “shit”. I love the editor notes and want to copy the last paragraph of one part: “the editor would also like to stress that giant robots and fantastic worlds aren’t always essential for good manga. Great story driven manga can be about everyday people doing everyday things, or as in the case of Firefighter! Daigo of Company M, it can be about everyday people doing extraordinary things.” This book was so well-liked that the Tokyo Fire Department has used scenes from the book in some of their promotional posters. I’d recommend it for grades 5 and up.

