Fred & Anthony Escape from the Netherworld

Statistics:

· written and illustrated by Elise Primavera

· 121 pages, published by Hyperion Paperbacks for Children (2007)

Summary:

(taken from back of book)

When Fred and Anthony are faced with their unfinished history project, they come up with a great idea: pay someone else to do it. There’s just one problem: they have no money. Luckily they have plenty of schems for making quick dough. But Fred and Anthony never imagined that in their quest to avoid work, they would stumble through a portal into the netherworld, where terrifying encounters with ghosts and mosters eerily echo the plots of their favorite horror movies.

Comments:

This book tries very hard to be 1) funny, 2) like Captain Underpants (they even reference him on page 17), and 3) juvenile, and only succeeds at #3. It is not a comic per se, but contains lots of illustrations. Don’t search for any character development or even any great plot surprises – when the video store owner talks like this: “How vil ze young mahsterzzz be paying zz-e-e-ez ev-e-ning?” and the store is called Alucard’s Video Store, it shouldn’t be a surprise to most readers that we are dealing with a vampire. Yet, they still hit you over the head with this information by providng a “Guide to the Netherworld” that says “ They … spell things backwards” Fred and Anthony are junk-food loving loafers that use words like “barfbreath”. Maybe some struggling readers might like the messy art style and sparse text, but it’s not award-worthy material. I’ll have to try it out on some grade 4 boys and see what they think. There’s nothing worrisome in the book, unless passing gas and over-the-top exaggerated brain transplants are objectionable to you. I’d suggest it would work for students in grades 4+

