Fruits Basket

Generalities:

Fruits Baskets (or Furuba) is written by Natsuki Takaya. It is published by TokyoPop and is rated T for Teen (Age 13+). Volume 1 was produced in 2004 in English and the ISBN # is 1591826039. It reads right to left with Japanese subtitles. 

Plot:

Tohru Honda is a sweet high school student whom life has dealt many bad blows (see pages 24-26). Her father dies when she is three and her mother works hard to care for her. Her mother dies and Tohru ends up living in a tent and holding a part-time job to make money to pay for her education. It turns out the land she resides on belongs to the Sohma family. Yuki Sohma is known as the “Prince” at the high school he and Tohru attend for his aloof manner and good looks. His cousin Shigure Sohma is always attired in a traditional kimono and is an author. Their cousin Kyo is a dark-haired loose cannon that has an intense rivalry with Yuki. Like Goldilocks, Tohru accidentally discovers their home, and a great secret. When hugged by a member of the opposite sex, Sohma relatives turn into members of the Chinese Zodiac! (see page 58 for who’s who). Like Snow White, the Sohma clan of misfits needs someone to keep house for them, and Tohru needs a place to stay. Tohru vows to keep their secret, although there are plenty of accidents and hugging mishaps. Other relatives come to visit and Tohru discovers their animal identities too.  The title refers to a game Tohru played as a little girl (page 179) in which she was always left out, but with the Sohmas, she finally belongs.

Quality of writing / drawing:

I have a bit of a bias in favour of this book because a) my University of Alberta professor is doing some detailed work on the relationship between Fruits Basket and Japanese mythology, folklore and legend, and b) the Beguiling describe this book as a PG13 version of Ranma ½, my own personal favourite manga series. The drawings are clear, although sometimes I mixed up Uo and Hanna, two of Tohru’s friends. It fits in the shouju / girl-manga genre, with lots of bishonen (pretty boys). The writing is solid. Tohru is almost Pollyanna-level, too good to be true. As Kyo tells her on page 198, “Normally I hate people who whine all the time, but in your case, it would be okay to complain, be selfish, say what you want, once in a while. It’s okay to let yourself be sad.”

Any objectionable parts? (sex / violence / language)

An interesting side effect of the transformation to zodiac animals is that it’s not permanent, and once they transform back to human form, the Sohma men and women are naked. Having said this, however, I searched and there are no “bathing suit parts” shown at all, only bare backs or legs. The nude thing is just a quirky plot thing that makes innocent Tohru all embarrassed. Of course, there will be a love triangle between Yuki, Kyo and Tohru, but, at least in volume 1, it’s nothing too hot and heavy. There are some martial arts moves and comedic violence (e.g. page 158 and 166 when cousin Kagura the boar grabs Kyo in a rage and she kicks a wall – lots of walls get demolished so if you hate violence against walls, be forewarned ;-) ). The worst swear word is idiot.

Grade level: I’d recommend it for grade 6+

Kid Vote: The girls love it, although it is not our most popular manga title. 

