Full Metal Panic

Statistics:

· Written by Shouji Gatou and Illustrated by Retsu Tateo

· Action / Comedy genre

· New publisher: ADV Manga

· ISBN 1413900011

· Rated 13+

· Reads right to left, mixture of Japanese and English sound effects, page #s included

Summary:

Kaname Chidori is a high school student, vice-president of the student council and all-around good person. Sosuke Sagara is a transfer student from a war zone that guards Kaname night and day. Most classmates (Kaname included) think that Sosuke is just paranoid and scarred from his past experiences; little do they realize that Sosuke is part of Mithril, a secret army that must guard Kaname because she is extra-special (for some mysterious reason). Lots of funny things happen (e.g. Sosuke and the gym teacher get into a battle of wits while Sosuke and Kaname run the lunch room) but eventually the stakes are raised and new agents must join Sosuke to protect Kaname. 

Comments:

A lot of people are going to dislike this title, but I rather enjoyed it. First, the reasons for “freak-out”:

1) The cover – Sosuke is holding a gun (he only fires rubber bullets at people, but you can’t tell that from the photo) and Kaname is posed provocatively in her school girl uniform.

2) The first page – It’s in colour (unusual for manga) and shows our heroine taking a shower (breasts show, but no nipples) and Sosuke breaks through her window, gun drawn, because he thought there was an intruder.

3) The sexual suggestions – there are a few shots of Kaname adjusting her clothes, changing for gym class, etc. Someone writes rude notes about her on the boys’ bathroom walls (e.g. page 45 – “Kaname Chidori lets people take nude pictures of her for $20 each”) and as a follow-up, on page 92, boys try to look up her skirt but she’s got gym shorts on.

4) The violent suggestions – Sosuke pulls his weapon on a lot of people, grabs and beats on people he considers potential threats, and throws stun bombs in the school.

That being said, I enjoyed reading the book. The violence and sex (the only language I saw here in volume 1 was “bitch”) were part of the story and part of the humor. It reminded me a little of “Ranma ½”. The characters are engaging and the storyline interesting. Although the read knows that Kaname may possess “the special powers of the ‘whispered’”, we aren’t sure what that means. I’d recommend it for grade 9+ (although I wouldn’t have a heart attack if some of my grade 8s read it).

