Gon

Generalities: Gon is by Masashi Tanaka. It is a wordless comic, except for the brief blurbs at the beginning of each section by the editors. The ISBN of this edition is 1563897490.

Plot: Gon is a little dinosaur that wanders around different habitats and likes to “stand up” for the lower members of the food chain against their big, bad predators. In each mini-story, Gon tackles (in order) a bear, a bobcat, a dingo, a Siberian tiger, a petrel (a kind of bird) and a beaver. 

Quality of writing / drawing: The quality of the drawing is amazing with it’s photorealism and incredible detail. More amazing is the fact that Tanaka does it all by himself without “helper artists”. It is easy to understand what is happening in each scene, all through the anthropomorphism and clear scenes. 

Any worrisome parts (sex, violence, language): No language at all, so that’s not a concern. No sex at all – there are baby animals but no mating scenes. The violence may worry some but if you’ve seen National Geographic animal movies, it’s about the same. The editor says in the introduction “Tanaka has imbued his creation with a humanity that, while not always particularly honourable, is always discernable. Gon isn’t portrayed as a “P.C.” creature of nature – far from it. At times, he can torment a jungle predator with a sadistic glee few cold-hearted humans can match… Gon’s actions reveal a sense of ‘justice’ never before seen in the wild.” Because the line drawings are all in black and white, some of the violent scenes (such as the bobcat being attacked by eagles on page 62 or the Siberian tiger killing the mother wolf defending her babies on page 117) are not gory. 

Grade level: Junior (Grade 5/6+)

Kid Vote: Unseen

