Gorilla Gorilla Volume 2

Generalities:

· Author >  Art Baltazar

· Genre > compilation of strips 

· Directionality > left to right

· Publisher > Disney Enterprises Inc.

· Extra Pieces > none

· Publisher Rating > none given

· ISBN # > 0786847204

Plot / Content: 

Gorilla Gorilla is a regularly featured one page comic in Disney Adventures magazine. This is a compilation of the strips, as well as some longer versions (although it is unclear whether it was specifically created for this book). Gorilla lives with his best friend Lizard. When aliens or arch-enemy Lizard Lizard (who – gee – looks an awful lot like a big version of Lizard that breathes fire) appear, Gorilla can transform and grow into Gorilla Gorilla. For some reason, neither Gorilla nor Lizard realize their pal’s alter egos.

Quality of writing / drawing: 

Cute drawings, but lame story. Part of it is the format – you can’t really get into deep story telling when you only have 9 panels to do it in. Here’s a sample story: in “Movie Mayhem”, Gorilla and Lizard go to see a 3D monster movie together. No talking lizards are allowed in the theatre. This gets Lizard upset and he leaves (anger makes him transform into Lizard Lizard). While Gorilla is watching the movie, Lizard Lizard breaks into the theatre, wreaking havoc. Gorilla turns into Gorilla Gorilla and they battle. The punchline is from other movie watchers, who say “Wow! This is the best 3D movie ever!” They fight, but no one ever gets killed or seriously injured. Great for short attention spans.

Any worrisome parts (sex, violence, language): 

No. The violence is cartoony (think a G-rated version of King Kong vs Godzilla). When one of your villains is a mutated banana split, we aren’t talking scary battles.

Grade level: 3+

