Hooray for Inventors!
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Plot / Content: 

Created by the author of another graphic novel I’ve reviewed (“The Play’s The Thing”), this is all about inventors and inventions. Two page spreads are devoted to da Vinci, Gutenberg [moveable type], Watt [separate steam condensor], Trevithick & Stephenson [steam railroad], Edison, Meucci and Graham Bell [telephone], the Wright Brothers [flying machines], Marconi [radio], Baird and company [TV], women inventors and the author’s favourite inventions/inventors. There are three levels or ways to read the book: the captions, the comics, and the border (filled with birds and turtles that give additional facts and comments to support the theme of the page spread). 

Quality of writing / drawing: 

Excellent! This book is very informative but still a joy to read. You’d think all the biographies would get tedious after a while, but Williams breaks it up with sections on a variety of inventions (e.g. pages 18-19 salute inventors of useful things, such as zippers, Band-Aids, concrete, and the Walkman to name a few). The illustrations are full of detail and helped me understand some complicated things about some of the inventions. Williams doesn’t shy away from some of the controversy about multiple claims to an invention’s discovery and has a good attitude about it (she quotes Marconi who said “I doubt very much whether there has ever been a case of a useful invention in which all the theory, all the practical application, and all the apparatus were the work of one man”).

Any worrisome parts (sex, violence, language): 

None. 

Grade level: 2+ (but useful to many grades higher) 

