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Generalities:

· Author > Kim Kang Won

· Genre > manga / romance

· Directionality > left to right

· Publisher > TokyoPop

· Extra Pieces > none

· Publisher Rating > T for Teen age 13+

· ISBN # > 1591820014

Plot: 

(Taken from the blurb at the back of the book)

One morning, 16-year-old Sey’s world is turned upside down when her mother announces she’s moving to Italy to finish her novel. She’s made arrangements for Sey to live with her friend, Maja and Meja’s creepy son, Terry – not exactly Sey’s ideal living situation. Now she’s stuck in a new school with new friends and she’s got a killer crush on a teacher named Mr. Cho. Sey is beyond shocked when she learns that Terry knows him well … VERY well.

Quality of writing / drawing: 

This is going to make me dislike Korean-created manga again! The long, lean, nose-less and impossibly beautiful character drawing style typical of Korean artists is there, as well as the incredibly dysfunctional personalities and relationships and the soap opera twists and turns. (Beware, spoilers ahead!) Terry is actually a girl, Hali, whose brother died when he was 14; her mother became mentally unhinged and substituted Hali for Terry, so Hali’s family makes her dress and act like a boy so they don’t upset Maja. (THIS is the family Sey’s smoking, cold, career-driven mother leaves her with?). Hajun Cho is a young, rich heir that crosses the teacher-student boundaries with Sey and in the past with Hali (who told him she loved him but he rebuffed her and said he just wanted to be friends). Siho is a bad boy that gruffly helps out Sey and may be falling for her but “Sey doesn’t like boys”.

Any worrisome parts (sex, violence, language): 

Some mature themes. Siho gets Sey a job at a gas station, but possibly under the pretext that she needs money to pay for an abortion (page 146). Terry walks in on Sey having a shower and there’s an “artful nude” shot (page 24). The teen girl / young adult men relationships that are hinted at are also a little mature.

Grade level: 9+

