Inu Yasha

Generalities: This series is written by Rumiko Takahashi, author of Ranma ½ (my favourite manga-ka, so be prepared for a biased report!) It reads left to right, with translated sound effects. Published by Viz, Inu Yasha volume 1 contains 8 “scrolls” or instalments. Inu Yasha was printed in 2003, is rated T+ for older teens, and the ISBN # is 1569319472.
Plot: I’ll copy the back blurb, as it does an excellent job of summarizing the plot – “Kagome is a modern Japanese high school girl. She has always been the sort who never really believed in myths and legends, even though her grandfather is obsessed with old stories, the family house is crammed with mystical talismans, and everything around her seems to have a legend attached to it. That all changes one day when a hideous, otherworldly creature pulls her out of her own world and into Japan’s ancient past. There she discovers more than a few of those dusty old legends are true, and her destiny is linked to one legendary creature in particular – a dog-like half-demon called Inu Yasha.”
Quality of writing / drawing: The illustrations are great for their detail and show of emotion. The monsters are really, really scary! (In this volume, there’s a 3-eyed crow that buries itself in corpses and animates them, a 6-armed ½ bare-breasted woman ½ centipede with a long tongue, and a pretty woman with the ability to manipulate people like puppets with super-strong strands of hair that can slice human skin to shreds!) There’s lots of foreshadowing evidence (Inu Yasha and Kagome hate each other and are forced to work together as a team – who wants to bet whether or not they will end up with feelings for each other?) but the action propels the story along at a brisk pace. Despite some predictable elements, there are still some plot twists. For instance, on page 158, Kagome actually makes it back home, but she chooses to return to the past with Inu Yasha.  As a teacher, I would love to do a novel comparison study between the first volume of Inu Yasha and a novel I read a few years ago about the same kind of plot (whose title escapes me).
Any worrisome parts (sex / violence / language): Maybe the rating is based on other volumes in the series. The only parts that I saw that might cause concern are some scenes of nudity (e.g. page 126 Kagome is bathing in a stream, or page 35, when the centipede woman is attacking) and the violence (e.g. page 33, a horse is bitten by the centipede woman, exposing his ribs with blood flying, page 97, when the 3-eyed crow burst out of the corpse’s chest [and earlier, when the clumsy corpse slices and decapitates some of his followers], page 47 when Kagome is bitten and the jewel pops out of her body, or page 53 when the centipede woman sheds her skin, revealing an even more gruesome self). However, it is all within the storyline.
Grade level: unsure – with volume 1, I’d say grade 8+.
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