It’s A Good Life If You Don’t Weaken

Statistics:

· By Seth (Canadian)

· Originally serialized in the comic book series Palookaville

· Copyright 1993-1996, 2004

· Read left to right, ISBN 189659770X

· Includes page numbers, glossary and author bio

Summary:

This “picture novella” centers on Seth, a dissatisfied cartoonist living in Toronto and his quest for discovering the art and life of Kalo, a fascinating Canadian cartoonist featured in The New Yorker literary magazine.

Comments:

This is a really short review, because I read it more for myself than for consideration in school libraries. It’s pretty deep, serious/moody and adult. He does use the “f-word” and there are some brief scenes of full-frontal male nudity, but it fits the story. As a Torontonian, I loved the scenes of familiar places, rendered in cartoon form, like the ROM and Union Station. The story starts off slow but grabbed my interest. At times I just wanted to shake Seth (the author and character share the same name, making me wonder how autobiographical this is, especially since samples of his Kalo collection [Kalo is real] are included in the back of the book). He is so down on himself and depressed, yet as the title of the book suggests, he does have a good life. If people were considering this for their school library, I’d say it is suitable for grade 12 and up, more for it’s somber, introspective content than for the words and pictures. 

