Kekkaishi (Volume 1)

Generalities:

· Author > Yello Tanabe

· Genre > action 

· Directionality > right to left

· Publisher > Viz

· Extra Pieces > author’s message, editor recommendations

· Publisher Rating > T for teens 

· ISBN # > 1591169682

Plot: 

(This is directly copied from the back of the book.)

By night, junior high student Yoshimori Sumimura is a “kekkaishi” – a demon hunger who specializes in creating magical barriers around his prey. By day, Yoshimori’s got some other demons to battle: an addiction to sweets and a seriously crotchety grandfather! Yoshimori’s pretty 16-year old neighbor and childhood friend, Tokine Yukimura, is also a kekkaishi, but their families are feuding over who is the “true practitioner” of the art. Yoshimori couldn’t care less about catching demons … until he realizes that his apathetic attitude is taking a toll on his friendship with Tokine. Just as he decides to take matters into his own hands, a couple of amphibious demons and the pesky ghost of a pastry-chef show up to complicate matters!

Quality of writing / drawing: 

The art is pretty typical manga fare. The demons and ghosts are suitably spooky (on page 41, a cute little girl’s face peels apart to expose the hideous demon inside). There are lots of “captions” (different from word bubbles) that give us information on, for example, how a kekkaishi uses his/her abilities (page 9), the type of demon the kekkaishi face (page 42 = Yumigane / Iron Bow) and just a few character explanations (e.g. 177 Yoshi tells the ghost chef what shikigami are). It reminds me of the manga series Bleach, which is a little grittier but I like better. 

Any worrisome parts (sex, violence, language): 

Not really. Toshi’s family has their hoin (sign of authenticity) on their chest, and on page 20 when Toshi’s grandma flaunts her hoin to Yoshi’s grandpa, Grandpa responds with “Aww! Put that thing away, you old hag!”(no nipples, just a little cleavage). Yoshi worries that a teacher with snake-creating capabilities that gets possessed by a puppet insect (kugutsuchu) and attacks students is unduly interested in Toshi (and he is a little jealous), but Mr. Mito is more gallant than lecherous. 

Grade level: 6+

