King: A Comics Biography of Martin Luther King, Jr.

Statistics:

· By Ho Che Anderson (a Canadian author/artist)

· Not manga

· ISBN 1560976225, 2005 (although this is a 3-volumes-in-1 edition, began in 1993)

Summary:

This is an unauthorized biography of MLK.

Comments:

This will be a weird review. I read this book because I felt I should so I could properly understand the “graphic novel canon”. (I will have to read Maus someday too). It’s not meant for elementary school students. Having said that, have you ever had the feeling, when reading something like Shakespeare, that you know it’s impressive but that you are missing much of the nuances and magic that others see and appreciate in the work? I felt like that for the first ½ of this book.  Maybe it’s because I read all the accolades (including a glowing introduction by Stanley Crouch at the beginning of the book) and then had problems distinguishing the black people from the white people in the narrative. The action also jumps a lot early on and I got lost on where we were or even who MLK was. However, once MLK met Kennedy (in the narrative), I finally found my footing and really got into the book. It really struck a chord with me how MLK could, at the same time, like and crave the praise/attention he received doing his job AND feel insecure/incompetent. I went to the Graphic Novel display early in 2004 down at the Metro Reference Library and saw Ho Che Anderson’s actual drawings, including his experimentation with colour for the last portions of the book. 

