King of Bandits Jing

Statistics:

· Created by Yuichi Kumakura

· TokyoPop published, 2000 in Japan, 2004 in English

· Volume 1 ISBN 1591821762

· Reads right to left, Japanese sound effects

· Fantasy genre, rated T for teen (13+)

Summary: 

Jing is a youngster who also happens to be the King of Bandits. His youth fools his opponents into underestimating him, but he can steal almost anything and win any fight. With Kiri, his wise-cracking, lusty bird sidekick (that also doubles as his weapon), he travels to many different places (like the City of Thieves or Morte Calon Casino) to take the thing these shady characters desire most. 

Comments:

The artist has a very busy style of illustration, and like One Piece, uses exaggerated features in some of his characters. He is a clever writer, with self-referential portions (page 62) as well as poetic literary references (the beginning plays on Edgar Allan Poe’s work but alters it to fit this plot). Interesting and clever stuff. I’m sure many people will be put off right away by the picture of the gun on the cover. I didn’t judge the book by its cover, but its inside didn’t appeal to me in terms of unacceptable material either. There are quite a few violent images (e.g. page 25, a knife in the head of a minor character, page 78, a giant fish hook in the head of another character) and Jing fights with force. Kiri leers at women a lot and makes some suggestive comments to some (e.g. page 46) and the chained naked mermaid on page 56, as well as the sexy police girl Rose with the big guns may be a bit too risqué for some readers. As for the third aspect in the censor’s trinity: on page 119, Jing gives the finger. For these reasons, I’d have to go a little higher than the book’s original designation and say it’s more suitable for grade 9 and up. 

