Lagoon Engine

Generalities:

Lagoon Engine is written by Yukiru Sugisaki and published by TokyoPop. The ISBN # for volume 1 is 1595323597. It is rated T for T ages 13+. Volume 1 was made in 2002 for Japan and 2005 for English audiences. It reads right to left with untranslated sound effects and is listed as a fantasy title.

Plot:

Yen Ragun (age 12) and brother Jin Ragun (age 11) are regular grade school boys with one difference – they help their family fight “maga” (otherwise known as ghosts or demons). Their father is a businessman who gives them their quests. Their mother is a famous author with a devoted cross-dressing editor named Shintaro that helps around the Ragun house so his writer can meet her deadlines. Cousin Ayato, a smart student Yen originally considered his rival, comes to live with them while his mother (Yen’s mother’s sister) sorts things out. Yen and Jin’s friends include Erei, a girl that tries her best to get the brothers to school on time and features in one of the adventures in volume 1 concerning a spirit haunting a shrine that pulls on girls’ socks. (The spirit turns out to be a dog yearning for his ill mistress that was killed by a car while running to the hospital to see her.) One of the other adventures the boys deal with is a task from a “branch” of the family that dabbles in the business of maga-fighting. Some maga are trapped in books and then burnt. The extended family has dealt with 290 of them. They ask the Raguns (the most powerful of maga-fighters) to burn 3 for them. 19 are missing. Yen and Jin have to transport one of the three very-nasty books and do it without talking. Impulsive Jin is unable to keep quiet and they must fight the book.

Quality of writing / drawing:

The drawings are pretty clear (although newbies might have a problem distinguishing Yen from Ayato Housui and other boys his age and hair colour). The fight scenes are a little chaotic but I believe they are supposed to be - neither the oni (humans) nor the maga (ghosts) can see each other until they guess their names. At one point as the boys are battling, they glimpse another world that isn’t explained, but this is part of the meta-plot weaving it’s way through the whole series. This series reminds me of Rumplestilsken and a PG version of Bleach. There are no page numbers, so it’s hard for me to make specific references.  It was a nice touch of the cousin to come live with them because it gave the boys a reason to explain exactly how their job works. It’s a little more complex than just beating up ghosts. They have to try to negotiate and become allies, and a lot depends on their relative strength as maga-fighters and their skill in figuring out the puzzle of the maga names. I like the character-deepening information about Yen and his asthma-like illness that he has to take medicine for but doesn’t want to. He is not invincible.

Any objectionable parts? (sex / violence / language)

 Unless TokyoPop knows of subsequent volumes that have other stuff in it, then I think that they rated the book too high. The worst words in volume 1 are “darnit” and “stupid”. The fights are not bloody (their weapons are stick-like things for slashing, barrier-making, and defensive purposes). There’s no sex. Erei finds Ayato cute and the boys accidentally walk in on their cousin when he’s coming out of the bathroom, but that’s a common Japanese trope for embarrassment and there is no nudity at all. Even Shintaro’s cross-dressing is explained; he tries to be a substitute mom for the boys while she writes in her study.

Grade level: grade 4+ 

