Let’s Play In the Forest

Generalities:

· Author > Claudia Rueda

· Genre > “primary”

· Directionality > left to right

· Publisher > Scholastic Press

· Extra Pieces > author’s note & music 

· Publisher Rating > for toddlers and pre-schoolers

· ISBN # > 0439823234

Plot / Content: 

Animals frolic in the forest while the wolf is away – as they play, the wolf is getting dressed. “Let’s play in the forest while the wolf is not around – wolf, are you there?” is the common refrain. When the wolf is finally dressed and ready, the animals are afraid, until they discover that this particular wolf prefers to eat pancakes.

Quality of writing / drawing: 

This simple story with the repeating lines is based on a French/Latino play song that originated in the sixteenth century. The words are lyrics to the song, and the illustrations are lyrical too, with purple moose, cherry-coloured beavers, and teal-coloured deer. Red Riding Hood even comes to play with the animals in the forest. The end of the book turns the trope of the big bad wolf on its head, making it a cute and short addition to any fairy tale unit. The speech bubbles are big enough to make this a fine read-aloud.

Any worrisome parts (sex, violence, language): 

None at all.

Grade level: K and up 

