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(taken from inside cover blurb)

Life sucks when you’re a baby-faced kid in LA – broke, girlfriendless, and stuck in a dead-end job. And when we’re talking about Dave Miller, we really mean dead-end. Life sucks harder when that job is night manager at the Last Stop, LA’s finest vampire-owned 24-hour convencinece store, and youre’ facing an eternity of restocking beef jerky and blood brew for Radu, your crappy boss and Vampire Master. It’s bad enough that Dave pines for his days as a vegetarian, but when he finds himself competing with psychotic surfer-vamp Wes for the affections of Rosa, a beautiful mortal with a romantic fixation on the dark side, unlife gets really complicated.

Comments:

Stating my biases up-front: I am a big fan of the Twilight series of books by Stephenie Meyer, so vampires are fascinating to me. This book was both very funny and very thought-provoking. Rosa is a Goth girl with an idealized view of vampire existence. Dave finds the idea of drinking people’s blood repugnant so he subsists on blood bank plasma rejects. Dave has superpowers as a vampire that his poor diet prevents him from using. Popular culture notion of vampires are played with – Radu speaks with a eastern European accent (“For vhat for you look for za owner?”) and Rosa takes Dave to see a “Vampirus Trilogy” . There’s a great panel set up on page 139 comparing Rosa’s imagined vampire lifestyle to Radu and Dave’s actual existence. In the end, both Rosa and Dave have to alter their ideas and ideals to survive. The artwork is gorgeous – full colour. The layout tends to be three rows of panels, but this makes the one page changes all the more significant.

In terms of cautions, the language isn’t elementary school (bullshit, f***ed up, ass, prick, bastard, slut, crap) and there is casual talk about sex. (e.g. on page 15, vampire Jerome says “I’d even do that fat one”.) Dave and Rosa sleep in the same bed but no sex scenes are shown. Rosa’s boyfriend Alistair is bisexual. Wes rips the head off one of his “vampire brides” (page 97) and Dave gets shot in a robbery attempt (page 50) – his boss’ reaction is morbidly humorous. Dave and Wes fight. This is definitely for the high school audience, but I enjoyed it on a personal level too.

