Little Vampire Goes to School

Generalities: Joann Sfar writes The Little Vampire series. It is a colour, hard-cover book. The ISBN # is 0689857179.

Plot: Little Vampire wants to go to school because he wants to be with other kids. He has to go at night with monsters that attend just to make him happy. Little Vampire writes in a “day student’s” book and does his homework for him and they initiate a correspondence. Little Vampire’s dad has the human boy (Michael) come to visit the monsters and gets him to promise not to reveal the existence of the ghosts and ghouls. Michael makes a new friend in Little Vampire and learns not to depend on Little Vampire to do his homework. 

Quality of writing / drawing: The drawings are in a mixture of styles, from the shaky, child-like weird look of Phantomat the dog and the gross monsters, to the very simple lines of LV and Michael, to the detailed sketches of the Captain and Michael’s grandparents.  The narrative is written in handwriting (a good indication that this isn’t meant for young students, since they can’t decipher handwriting) and printing for the speech bubbles. The story gives a lot of food for thought for adults as well as older or mature kids. (e.g. “I don’t believe much in God ‘cause my parents are dead” / “You’re a bit young to believe in nothing.” / “Well, maybe he exists Captain, but after what he did to me, I don’t feel like I owe him anything.” / “You should think about all that some more. Sad times often open miraculous doorways.”)

Any worrisome parts (sex, violence, language): Taken out of context, adult readers could get upset (e.g. on page 3 when the Captain of the Dead says vampires “can even bite little girls till they bleed without ever getting into trouble with their parents” or Phantomat the dog says the Captain will torture Michael) but the monsters always give “wrong” answers to problems (e.g. bring poop as a teacher gift). Little Vampire acts just like a little kid and ends up choosing the “right” way. Michael, the human boy, gets so scared of the monsters that he pees his PJs (but that happens in a Robert Munsch book, so how bad can that be?). The Captain of the Dead (actually the Flying Dutchman) and Michael have a serious conversation about doubt, love, sadness and God (detailed above) that parents or teachers may want to use as a discussion point, but, like novels, having a character question the existence of God is not dire.

Grade level: Junior (Grade 6+)

Kid Vote: Untested

