Lizzie McGuire
Generalities: This is a “Cine-Manga” product, produced by TokyoPop based on “The hit TV series on Disney Channel”. It is a “manga mimic” that reads left to right. This is volume 3, published in 2003 and contains two episodes: “When Moms Attack” and “Misadventures in Babysitting”. TokyoPop rates this a Y for youth audience (age 7+). The ISBN # is 1591822459.
Plot: In the first ½ of the book, Lizzie is upset because her mother is coming on the overnight school science trip with her as the chaperone. She is worried that she’ll die from embarrassment but her mom leads a midnight toilet paper raid on the boys and takes the rap when they’re caught, earning her the title of “Coolest Mom Ever of All Time”. In the second ½ of the book, Lizzie wants to earn extra cash by babysitting but her parents think she is too young and not ready for such responsibility. She convinces her parents to let her watch her annoying brother Matt while she works on a school project with her best friend Miranda. Matt is harder to handle than Lizzie estimated, she and Miranda get into an argument and her over-anxious father is mistaken for a burglar when he sneaks back to the house to check on the children. Things work out in the end.
Quality of writing / drawing: The pictures are actually still shots from the TV show. The book would have benefited from changes to the panel size; most of the panels are about 4-6 cm wide and 4 cm tall (different shapes, so it’s not monotonous) and scenes like the water gun attack on page 33 would have been better with a larger picture. It felt a little odd reading this one after reading so many “true manga” because of the layout, use of photos, etc. The writing is not stellar (the plots are rip-offs from sources such as “Home Alone”, “Adventures in Babysitting” and even Disney’s own “Kim Possible”) and the endings predictable, but a fine fluff read for a pre-teen.
Any worrisome parts (sex/violence/language): The only possibly concerning part is Lizzie’s enemy Kate. There are a lot of references to her superior chest size (this is supposedly why she and Lizzie are no longer friends). One example is on page 60 when the three friends are discussing why Kate gets to babysit: “she’s stacked”.
Grade level: Grade 3 and up
Kid Vote:

Reviews: One note to make – I went into our neighbourhood Chapters and they carry lots of Lizzie McGuire novels but no Lizzie McGuire cine-manga. The cost could be an issue – when I purchased Kim Possible novels and cine-manga for my daughter, the cost of the cine-manga was double that of the novel.
