Love Hina Volume 1

Generalities:

· Author > Ken Akamatsu 

· Genre > comedy

· Directionality > right to left

· Publisher > Tokyo Pop

· Extra Pieces > early character sketches

· Publisher Rating > OT for older teen age 16+ 

· ISBN # > 1931514941

Plot: 

Keitaro is a loser at love and school. He wants to get into Tokyo University so he can fulfill a promise he made to his childhood sweetheart (the only girl he was ever close to!) but has failed twice. He journeys to his grandmother’s hotel for a fresh study start, but his grandma is off traveling and her hotel is now a girls’ dorm (see page 166 for a list). After getting in hot water (literally and figuratively) with the inhabitants, he is saved when they think he is already a Tokyo University student. Once that ruse is uncovered, they kick him out, only to then discover that he has inherited the dorm from grandma and is now chief caretaker. Lots of ribald and awkward situations abound!

Quality of writing / drawing: 

The quality of the writing and drawing is “standard”. It’s not bad, but not “go ga ga” over it, although it did win “Best Manga, USA Release: 2002 Anime Expo” (the series was originally published in Japan in 1999). Despite being mainly comedy, there are some serious parts about following your dreams even if they seem impossible.

Any worrisome parts (sex, violence, language): 

I read this because I wanted to see what an “OT” book was like. Okay, I can see the difference. ( I don’t recall any rude language and the only violence is the slaps, pushes and kicks Keitaro gets from the girls. It’s the sexual innuendo that makes this an older teen book. For example, Keitaro sees a junior high school border naked, breasts get groped, (although all the breasts are nipple-less), there are references to getting aroused and taking solo-care of the arousals, (sorry, only irregular page numbers, so I can’t quote, but there are no pictures of penises) and on page 144 a compromising shot of Keitaro, hiding from Kitsune under the heated table, with his head between Naru’s legs. Having said all this, it is quite funny for an older audience. It’s a “sex comedy” and so that’s what you get.  

Grade level: 

High school, but what level? Unsure.

