Love Roman

Statistics:

· Reads right to left, English subtitles under Japanese sound expressions

· Written by Minoru Toyoda

· Produced by DelRay Kodansha and rated OT for ages 16+

· Volume 1 (ISBN 034548262X) published in English in 2005 (Japan = 2003)

· Includes notes from author, honorifics explained, cast list, translation notes, preview of second volume

Summary:

Do you remember your first love? What if your boyfriend/girlfriend was incredibly honest in the extreme? Negishi is a regular girl who is publicly approached by a boy she doesn’t know named Hoshino who begins his first ever conversation with her by saying “Negishi-san, I like you. Can we go out on a date sometime?” Despite this bizarre start, the two become a couple. Hoshino’s naiveté and forthright nature infuriates people and makes others admire him. Each story is told in “two tracks” (usually two different points of view of the same situation). Track 1 A&B is their first “fight”. Track 2 A&B deals with the couple making lunch for each other (a big deal and very traditional in Japan). Track 3 A&B introduces a girl who has a crush on Hoshino and shows how he deals with the news. Track 4 A&B has Hoshino meeting Negishi’s family. 

Comments:

Hoshino is almost surreal in his zeal for being truthful and honest with Negishi. When a classmate slips him a condom as a joke before he meets with Negishi, he tells her about it, to her embarrassment. Hoshino saw Negishi from afar and was attracted to her (he says “as I watched you enjoying yourself [she was celebrating passing the entry exams into the school they attend], my honest spirit was set on fire”). The premise is cute and the author does a decent job of continuing the storyline, despite (as he reveals in the notes) he never intended to make it a series. I like how the characters are drawn, and you can 95% of the time tell who is who by their appearance. Although their relationship is quite “tame” (they hold hands, Hoshino kisses her on the cheek and Negishi kisses him on the lips), there are several references to much more mature boy-girl relations. Yoshitsune is a boy classmate that likes to talk about sex; he recommends to Hoshino when the couple are fighting over whether they fight or not, to “try rubbing her boobies”. When Hoshino meets Negishi’s parents, he assures them that they have not had sex, but that they have kissed. Her dad warms to Hoshino in the end, but not before plying him with alcohol and getting him drunk. Definitely for ages 16+

