Lunchroom Lizard

Generalities:

Author > Daniel Kirk

Genre > “picture book”

Directionality > left to right

Publisher > G. P. Putnam’s Sons

Age > none given

Extra Features > none

ISBN > 0399241787

Plot / Content:

Gil the gecko class pet escapes from his tank while chasing a fly and ends up in the lunchroom. While there, he is witness to various “sub-plots” in the 30 minutes of cafeteria drama (a lost lunch, a misunderstanding between friends that gets worse because of gossip, food choices, activities, etc.). Gil gets returned to his tank (sans fly) and other lunch issues get resolved.

Quality of writing / drawing:

What an engaging book, perfect for a read-aloud with large speech bubbles, rhyming text and colourful, appealing art work. This book seems to have everything. You can use it for math (a clock shows the time elapsing during lunch), for language (rhyming couplets, dialogue), for health (nutrition), for conflict resolution and problem solving (Kate and Megan / Jake’s missing lunch), for science (animal behaviour) or just for fun.  The students are diverse in appearance and behaviour. All in all, it’s a great book. It doesn’t have a lot of panel variety, but that’s okay considering the size.

Any worrisome parts (sex, violence, language):

There are absolutely, positively, no bad parts. The girls say Megan thinks Kate is a bore.

Grade Level:

2+ (The Ks and 1s won’t understand the time element but will enjoy it anyway.)

