M.A.R. – Marchen Awakens Romance Volume 1

Generalities:

· Author > Nobuyuki Anzai

· Genre > action

· Directionality > right to left 

· Publisher > Viz

· Extra Pieces > Editor’s Recommendations of similar series, ads for other manga (Case Closed looks cute)

· Publisher Rating > T for teen; contains fantasy violence and tobacco use (13+) 

· ISBN # > 159116902X

Plot: 

The back of the book does a good job of summing up the story. Ginta is an oddball at his junior high, prone to getting lost in his dream world. Even his chain-smoking writer mom gets frustrated with his shortcomings and only Koyuki, a kind classmate, believes in him. One fateful day, he is pulled into this actual world. No longer near-sighted, weak, clumsy, or slow-witted, he enjoys exploring this realm, meeting a witch named Dorothy and an “arm” (weapon, see page 59 and 187) that is extra-special and alive: Babbo. He helps Jack and his mother defeat some bully wolves and realizes that despite the glories of this fantasy world, he belongs with his family and friends. With Jack’s help, he begins his quest to find the arm that will take him back home. However, many others are after him to steal Babbo.

Quality of writing / drawing: 

My graphic novel book club and review group did a great job exploring this group, so most of what I’m saying here is just a poor parroting or paraphrasing of their thoughts. See www.tinlids.ca for a more concise version of our talk. Marchen is the German word for fairy tale, according to the author, and there are lots of fairy tale references. It’s neat to see the weaving together of manga tropes with Western fairy tales. Family values are actually a subplot, as Jack and his mother show in their interactions. Babbo’s back story is mysterious and interesting, as he does not know anything about himself. Babbo, an iron-ball Arm, is a quirky, manner-obsessed creature. His evolving, love-hate relationship with Ginta generates laughs and thoughts.

Any worrisome parts (sex, violence, language): 

There are fights. When Jack fights the werewolves with his shovel Arm, on page 154, he gets pretty badly smacked around and bleeds a bit. The wolves get a shovel and iron-ball in the face, and Jack is slapped by his mother for risking his life for vegetables. There’s no sex; Dorothy kisses Ginta to thank him for accompanying her to try to get Babbo and that makes him think of Koyuki, but it’s all pretty innocent.

Grade level: 

6+

