Magic Trixie

Generalities:

· Author > Jill Thompson

· Genre > “supernatural”

· Directionality > left to right

· Publisher > Harper Trophy

· Extra Pieces > none

· Publisher Rating > ages 8-12

· ISBN # > 9780061170454

Plot / Content: 

Trixie is a little witch – literally. She goes to school with Stitch the Frankenstein-ish monster, Nefi the mummy, Loupie the werewolf, and the twin vampires. She’s feeling a bit neglected with a new baby witchling in the house, and feeling a bit pressured to come up with a fantastic offering for show-and-tell. If she can “kill two birds with one stone”, all her problems will be over, right?

Quality of writing / drawing: 

These full-colour, bold illustrations are very eye-catching, and scary/gross enough without being too over-the-top. The plot has some universal themes (being both too big and too little, jealousy, being special) and there are enough characters bouncing around to keep it interesting. In a cute multicultural moment, the kids discuss what they call their grandparents. There’s a little suspense in the storyline, as we are unsure what Trixie will choose, as well as in the art, because we don’t see her baby sister until near the very end of the book. 

Any worrisome parts (sex, violence, language): 

For once, the grade level listed on the back matches what’s between the covers. You see Stitch’s brain and his hand falls off, but that’s because he’s made of pieces. Despite disliking her sister, Trixie’s plans for her don’t involve bodily harm. No swearing at all. Grandma Mimi is curvy, but more in a grandma-stereotype-defying rather than sexpot sort of way.

Grade level: 3+

