Marmalade Boy

Generalities:

Marmalade Boy is created by Wataru Yoshizumi, in traditional right-to-left style, by TokyoPop. Volume 1 was first published in Japan in 1992 and in English in 2003. It is rated T for teen (age 13+) and the ISBN is 1931514542. It is labeled as a romantic comedy.

Plot:

Miki is a sweet girl whose world is turned upside down when her parents decide to challenge the notion of family and live in the same house with their new lovers. Complicating this is the arrival of the new lovers’ son, Yuu. Miki resists the open marriage and spouse-swapping (she tells her best friend Meiko on page 16 “it’s a mockery of love. Mom and Dad are both having affairs but they refuse to get divorced.”) Love triangles and quadrilaterals erupt all over the place – Ginta, Miki’s classmate that she loved in junior high but who appeared to turn her down, confesses that he does love Miki at the end of volume 1. Yuu and Miki have sparks fly (Yuu kisses her when she’s pretending to be asleep), but what about Arimi Suzuki, the girl (page 180) that Yuu dated for three months intensely but refuses to let him go?

Quality of writing / drawing:

Average quality of shojo (girl manga). There are lots of manga-typical altering of character appearance (e.g. page 115, when Miki snaps after learning her parents tricked her into admitting her acceptance of the new living arrangements).You can tell the differences between characters. The author includes “Free Talk” (e.g. page 57, 109 and 113) where she or the editor discuss Japanese customs or the author’s other work. Miki is a likeable character, although for the others, see the section called “objectionable parts”.

Any objectionable parts? (sex / violence / language)

I had a problem with the basic premise of the book for a long time (and still partially do). It kind of bothered me that the parents were going to enter into an open marriage (is that the proper term for this kind of lifestyle?) and their teen daughter was the only one objecting to it  - her parents claim that their families were all fine with their decisions (page 22). I was also bothered by the fact that they emotionally manipulate and trick her into giving her reluctant seal of approval to the relationships; yet, her mother warns her later in the book not to get involved with Yuu because it would make their lives complicated. Isn’t that a little hypocritical? Now, if I read it with taking more of a “Three’s Company” approach (they needed something to hang the comedic living arrangements together), then it’s not so bad. I guess you could also take the approach that some of our students live with families that “swing” and that their family dynamic needs to be represented as well as other options. There’s no language objections, no sex, and no violence. 

Grade level: I may say grade 9+ due to the spouse swapping premise.

