Mobile Fighter G Gundam

Statistics:

· Art by Kouichi Tokita, created by Hajime Yadate and Yoshiyuki Tomino

· Volume 3 of 3 (ISBN 1591821681) was published in 2003

· Reads right to left, with Japanese sound effects

· Contains character profiles, Chibi version of story called “Go For It Domon” and afterword

Summary:

In a future or alternate Earth, giant mecha (robots controlled by people) are battling in a tournament but the participants also face the threat of the Dark Gundam that wants to destroy the world. Domon, the gundam fighter, martial arts expert and representative of Neo Japan has to deal with his girlfriend quitting, then rejoining his team, the discovery that one of his fiercest rivals is his long-lost brother (or a cloned/robot version of him), defeating Master Asia (his sensei), the competition, and the kidnapping and gundam possessing of his girlfriend.

Comments:

This is a “novelization” or manga adaptation of an anime series, and it has a feel being for the fans that have watched it. It was hard for me to get into and understand, partly due to the fact that I was starting with reading volume 3.  There are tons of gundam or mecha manga out there but I don’t think I like this particular manga sub-genre. The violence is pretty tame and mostly through the robots fighting each other. Rain the girlfriend mostly plays the “damsel in distress” (the males take center stage). I talked with Felix the student manga consultant and he says there are better gundam series out there. The level would probably be a grade 5 or up, although the readers may get as confused as me if they are not familiar with the storyline.

