Moomin

Generalities:

· Author > Tove Jansson

· Genre > 

· Directionality > left to right (panels)

· Publisher > Drawn and Quarterly

· Extra Pieces > autobiography of artist

· Publisher Rating > none given

· ISBN # >1894937805

Plot / Content: 

Moomin is a hippo-like creature with an eccentric set of family and friends. Almost despite himself, he has adventures. Volume 1 contains 4 stories: Moomin and the Brigands, Moomin and Family Life, Moomin on the Riveria, and Moomin’s Desert Island. In the first story, kind pushover Moomin tries to run away from all this odd relatives that have moved in with him. Hi pal Sniff tries to get them to leave, but only the arrival of Stinky drives them (and Moomin!) away. Moomin and Sniff try to get a new house by 1) bribing a police officer, 2) selling a phony magic elixir that turns out to have powers, 3) selling a sea monster to a zoo, 4) pretending to be a bogus fortune teller, 5) becoming artists (after repairing a house they sought refuge at that was attacked by ghosts), 6) selling tickets to see Moomin as a living balloon, 7) growing a fruit orchard, 8) entering a damsel named Snorkmaiden they rescue on the beach in a beauty contest, and  9)seizing treasure stolen by robbers that kidnap Snorkmaiden after her victory. And that’s just section 1!

Quality of writing / drawing: 

This book will not fly off your shelves and will need a bit of selling or promoting to grab your manga-addicted crowd. These comics were first published in the 1950s. The cover is mainly brown and yellow. The author is from Finland and she has a unique, quirky sense of humour and the absurd. Still, it is worth looking into to provide another world view or cultural perspective to comics. Tolerance for diversity and the “go with the flow” attitude fill the comics. Tove Jansson is a national treasure in Finland. The comic is off-beat but oddly gentle. Moomin’s age is a bit uncertain – http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moomins pegs him as a teenager, still dependent on mom and dad but also with a girlfriend. The comic was very popular in England, Japan and other parts of Europe – there’s even a theme park in Finland, and Disney wanted to buy the rights to the franchise!

Any worrisome parts (sex, violence, language): 

Since this comic was created long ago, don’t expect a lot of controversial material. Examples are: on page 12, Sniff calls Moomin an ass / On page 14, transformed old ladies go off to find can-can girls / On page 24 Sniff calls Moomin stupid.

Grade level: 5 and up 

